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POND SAFETY POLICY





This policy must be read alongside the school’s Health and Safety Policy and associated risk assessments.

1. Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all pupils, staff and visitors are kept safe during any activity involving the school pond. The policy outlines the control measures, supervision requirements and emergency procedures necessary to minimise risk.

2. Aims

· To provide a safe environment for pupils and adults when accessing the pond area.
· To ensure that all activities involving the pond are appropriately supervised, risk‑assessed and well‑managed.
· To ensure that all staff understand their responsibilities and follow agreed procedures.

3. Guidelines for Safe Practice

3.1 Supervision

· Children must be accompanied by two adults at all times when accessing the pond area.
· At least one supervising adult must be a member of school staff.
· Supervision ratios must allow full control of the group.

3.2 Pre‑Activity Checks

Before each session, staff must ensure:
· The pond area appears safe and unobstructed.
· Paths and the dipping area are clear.
· The perimeter fence and gate are secure.
· Any hazards identified are reported immediately to the SLT.

3.3 Hygiene and Personal Safety

· Children with cuts on their hands must cover them with plasters or wear suitable gloves.
· Ingestion of pond water must be avoided.
· All children and staff must wash their hands thoroughly after the activity.
· Suitable footwear must be worn by all participants.



3.4 Activity Restrictions

· Pond dipping must only take place from the designated area.
· Activities must not take place in adverse weather conditions that increase risk (e.g., ice, high winds, heavy rain).

4. Management and Maintenance

· The Headteacher will carry out an annual risk assessment of the pond area.
· Findings and control measures will be communicated to all staff and to any adults leading pond‑related activities.
· The caretaker will check the pond area weekly to ensure it remains safe and well‑maintained.
· Vegetation and surrounding areas will be maintained to ensure visibility and safe access.
· A basic first‑aid kit and disposable gloves must be available during all pond activities.

5. Security

· The pond area is enclosed by a perimeter fence with a lockable gate.
· Access is controlled at all times and only permitted under staff supervision.

6. Emergency Action Plan

All staff must be familiar with the school’s emergency procedures for pond‑related incidents.

6.1 Immediate Actions

If a child or adult falls into the pond:
· Move other pupils to a safe area immediately.
· Send a responsible person to summon additional help from the school office.
· If safe to do so, an adult may enter shallow water to assist the individual. The pond is approximately 1 metre deep.

6.2 Distinguishing Incident Types

· Minor incident: A child slips feet‑first into the water with no danger to life.
· Major incident: Any situation where life is at risk, including suspected drowning.



6.3 Contacting Emergency Services

· Dial 999 and provide details of the incident.
· School telephone: 01978 756398
· Address: Brynteg C.P. School, Maesteg, Brynteg, Wrexham LL11 6NB

7. Review

This policy will be reviewed as part of the ongoing review cycle or sooner if required following an incident, change in guidance, or significant alteration to the pond area.
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