Brynteg County Primary School.

Homework Policy.

What is homework?

Homework is any learning activity that pupils are asked to do outside of normal lesson time. The homework task is generally related to any work that pupils are doing in school, often as preparation, consolidation or follow-up. Homework can be done by pupils working on their own, at home with the support of parents or carers, library or at Homework Club in school.

Our Aims:

· Ensure that parents are clear about what their child is expected to do.

· Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school.

· To use homework as a tool to help to continue to raise standards of attainment.

· Improve the quality of the learning experience offered to pupils and to extend it beyond the classroom environment.

· Provide opportunities for parents, children and the school to work together in partnership in relation to children’s learning.

· Encourage pupils and their parents to share and enjoy learning experiences.

· Reinforce work covered in class by providing further opportunities for the individual pupil.
· To practise or consolidate basic skills and knowledge, especially in Numeracy and Literacy.
· Encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline needed to study independently.

· To prepare Year 6 pupils for the transfer to secondary school.
Objectives:
· The chief criteria for the setting of homework will be purpose and quality of the activity rather than the quantity of the work set.

· Homework will be well planned, targeted and challenging.

· Homework tasks will arise naturally from on-going work in class. This will help pupils to achieve the learning objectives of the subject.

· Homework will stimulate pupil’s interests and enable them to develop good study habits as well as extending their skills.

· Teachers will be clear about the rationale for homework and the appropriateness of the tasks.

· All pupils will have access in school to the resources and support they need.

· Teachers will have high expectations that all pupils complete the work set.

· Homework will be marked promptly and helpful feedback will be provided on what pupils have achieved and how to develop their skills further.

· There will be better communication with parents to ensure a shared understanding of the purpose and expected outcomes of any homework activity.
The Nature of Homework
It should be noted that homework can be set in many different forms with many different expectations and outcomes. It is important to remember that when setting homework there are a number of points to consider:-

1. The nature and type of homework changes throughout a pupils school career.

2. Amount and frequency of homework should increase as a pupil gets older.

3. Homework should not cause undue stress on the pupil, family or the teacher.

4. It will not necessarily come in the form of a written task.

5. Homework should be set regularly from the Foundation Stage to Year 6.
Role of the parent or carer
Homework is one of the key points of contact between pupils, parents and school. It is crucial that the parent or carer is actively involved in their child’s learning from the early years. As parents become more aware of the learning strategies and demands of the curriculum they will be able to help and encourage their children.

We believe all parents should -  

· Provide their child with a quiet space where they can do their homework.
· Listen to their child read on a regular basis.
· Share stories and books with younger children.
· Maintain communication with their child’s teacher through writing in their reading record or regular visits into school.
The Early Stages
We feel it is crucial to establish good attitudes at early an age.

For the Early Years we believe homework is about linking learning that occurs within an organised setting with learning at home and elsewhere. It helps promote partnership between educators and a child’s parents or carers. This early link is part of establishing good attitudes to learning for the child and his or her family to form a sound basis for lifelong learning.

Early homework may take the form of talking and playing with children as well as singing nursery rhymes with them. The most valuable form of homework is where the parents or carers play a key role in working with their child. They can hear them read, share books, learn spellings or use role play games to develop a range of skills.

How much time should be spent on homework?
Homework should never be too onerous nor should it ever create stress within the pupil’s family. If parents have any concerns they should not hesitate to contact the school.

Normally, more than one day will be allowed for the completion of a homework task, except where daily practice is to be encouraged e.g. reading, spellings and times tables.

All pupils will have a home school reading record. These should be looked after carefully and respected like all other school books. The homework diary needs to come to school on a daily basis. It plays a key role in home/school communication – both parents and teachers use these diaries, not only to keep track of the homework expectations, but also to send notes or reminders.
Foundation Phase

Nursery . 
The first term will be used to settle the children into their new routine. Parents will be encouraged to take home books from the library to share with their children. Parents will be given tasks to work on with their child which will support the work being taught in class that week.

Reception. Reading books will be changed and sent home on a weekly basis. Parents will be expected to listen to their child read and write relevant comments in their reading record. All pupils should be encouraged to read on a regular daily basis.

Years 1 and 2. Reading books will be changed and sent home on a weekly basis.

Parents will be expected to listen to their child read on a regular basis and write relevant comments in their reading record.

Work on the letters, words or numbers which the children are working on will be sent home each week. A maths activity based on the weeks work is also sent home.
Key Stage Two
The junior classes will be given weekly tasks in both language and maths. 

All junior teachers will send a maths and language activity home. This could be paper based, research work, Bug Club or Active Learn.
Pupils will be expected to learn a weekly list of spellings which will reflect the pattern taught in class that week.
They will be expected to read every day and change their book regularly.
Homework is seen as a very valuable activity to support or extend the work done in the classroom. If a child does not complete their homework they will be expected to do it during playtime in the classroom.

Marking homework
All homework will be marked following the school’s marking policy.

Appropriate feedback will be given homework before the next task is set.

Equal Opportunities:

The governors and staff are committed to providing the full range of opportunities for all pupils, regardless of gender, disability, ethnicity, social, cultural or religious background. All pupils have access to the curriculum, and the right to a learning environment, which dispels ignorance, prejudice or stereotyping

This policy was adopted by the governing body on ………………………
Signed …………………………..Chair of governors.

It will be reviewed in the Autumn Term 2017
